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Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council

Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held on Wednesday 27th October 2021
Members Present
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)                                             Iain MacKnocher - Vice Chair (IM)
Helen Clay – Secretary (HC)                                                      Jeff Dymond (JD)

Jill Wyatt (JW)                                                                             Mike Anderson (MA)
David Fraser (DF)

Apologies: 
Robert MacDonald                                                                     Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)
In Attendance:
Morag Fraser (MF)    Jane MacDonald (JM)   Gavin Steel (GS)   Kelton Bennett (KB)
Note Taker:  - Jade Marie Douglass.

1. Previous Minutes:

The minutes were proposed by IM and seconded by JW
2. Matters arising: 

Glenmoriston Estate: Still in legal action
Invermoriston Cemetery: No updates
Caledonian Court Housing: Official opening on Friday 29th October with all parties involved in the project invited. 
Sheltered Housing:  All the houses have been allocated.
Invermoriston Toilets: To be discussed in full after the AGM of the Glenmoriston Millennium Hall committee.
Roads: Transport Scotland will be doing improvement works to the drains in between Fort Augustus and Inverness up till the end of December.
Canalside: Major clean up needed around the grounds especially at Glentarff, Caledonian House and Malvern. Scottish Canals need to sort out these houses as they are just sitting there empty when they could be used for people who need houses. 
Inchnacardoch Bay: Line of vision is not very good coming out of Inchnacardoch Bay because it’s overgrown and the CC responsible for it. Will ask the Community Company to trim the vegetation and bushes. 
Scottish Water Presentation:

Gavin and Kelton presented

·        Water Treatment Works

As KB explained, the focus of work this month has been investigation of an issue that has been identified during the final stages of commissioning of the new Water Treatment Works.

 

Although there are screens and filters built into the intake, primarily to avoid any organic material like fallen leaves or aquatic plants being drawn into the WTW, we have identified fine sand-like particles which appear to be suspended in the raw water that is reaching the new Works.

 

The nanofiltration membranes within the new WTW are designed to offer a very high level of treatment, but they are sensitive and need to be protected from larger (although still small by normal standards) particles of this kind.

 

The focus of our continuing investigations is to understand where the suspended material is originating from in case, we can address the problem at source.  Alternatively, we may need to make changes upstream of the membranes to allow these fine particles to be screened out.

 

Unfortunately, this issue means that the final change to the new water supply is now unlikely to go ahead before the end of the year.  We will continue to keep you updated of our progress – and are also exploring in the meantime whether the road crossing of the A82 in Fort Augustus can be delivered in advance of the new water coming into supply. (If acceptable to the roads authorities, we would aim to complete the road crossing, but to leave the final connection to be completed at a later stage in order to minimise risk of disruption to customer supplies in Fort Augustus when this is done.)

 

We’re sorry for this delay, but please be assured that our local team is continuing to work hard to ensure the existing two Water Treatment Works can continue to serve customers reliably until the new WTW can enter service.

DF brought up how long the 40mph speed restriction in Invermoriston would be in place for and was wondering if they could stay in place and has written to Transport Scotland. 

·        A82 speed limit south of Invermoriston

KB had also asked me to let you know that he unfortunately misunderstood some information that he looked up in response to Cllr Fraser’s question about the 40mph limit at the south side of Invermoriston. We have recently extended the traffic (symology) notice that allows us to put temporary traffic management measures such as traffic lights in place when required on this stretch of the A82 to run through until the end of March 2022. This allows for any short-term need to facilitate deliveries etc but doesn’t include the continuing operation of the 40mph limit as this is no longer needed for construction traffic. Contrary to what (KB) thought at the meeting, the temporary speed limit therefore does have to be removed at the end of this month (and I understand this was either being done yesterday or today).  I appreciate this may be disappointing given the desire that Cllr Fraser mentioned for a permanent lowering of the speed limit in this area. KB asked me to pass on his apologies for the confusion about this, which arose from his best efforts to check information on screen during the meeting.

·        B862 burn crossing

As KB explained, the other main activity this month has been some localised off-line work to install a section of new water main on the B862 near to Glendoe, where there is a burn crossing. The short section of water main that is being installed here will be connected with the rest of the new pumped water main which will be installed within the existing larger pipe after the new Water Treatment Works is supplying the rest of the village. (The existing crossing of the watercourse isn’t suitable for re-use on a long-term basis, which is why this localised section is being installed separately.)

ETAPE: 
Morag Fraser said that the Etape event was a great success, and everyone was in great spirits for it. MacMillan have raised £160,000 so far and more money is still rising. They are planning the next event for April 24th a week before bank holiday. They have already sent out a donation to the Community Council and would like to know what they will use the money for in the future. Hopefully, Covid restrictions will be a bit easier for next year’s event.
3. Police Report
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT FORM

	Command Area


	Inverness
	Community Group
	Fort Augustus CC

	Station


	Beauly/Fort Augustus
	Officers 
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	October  2021
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	Ward and Local Policing 

Plan Priorities.  
	Activities conducted over the reporting period to support those priorities.

	1. Road Safety 

2.   Public Protection 

3.   Drugs / Alcohol   Misuse

4. Crimes of 

Dishonesty
	Between 03/10/2021 – 29/10/2021

1 –

 On the 4th of October 2021 on the A887 near to its junction with the A87 a timber lorry came off the road. The driver was slightly injured, and no others were involved. Police and ambulance attended the scene. 

On the 4th of October 2021 around 9pm police received a report that there was a pylon on fire on the A82 between Invermoriston and Fort Augustus. The road required to be closed overnight for emergency works. It was apparent from the scene that a large vehicle struck the pylon, damaging it and driving off. If anyone has any information, please contact 101 using reference NN/5814/21. Thank you. 

2 – There has been no incidents of note.

3 – There has been no incidents of note. 

4 – There have been no incidents of note.  

On the 12th of October 2021 around 4pm there was a report of a kayaker having come out of his canoe and breaking his leg on the river under the Invermoriston bridge. Police, fire and rescue, ambulance and mountain rescue all attended the scene where the 28 year old man was winched by the coastguard helicopter and taken to Inverness Hospital. It was confirmed that he has suffered a broken leg. 


5. Treasurer’s Report:

Balance currently is £5576.79 with a donation of £1000 from Etape.
Two £40 cheques have been cashed for the Minute taker and £170 for S Urquhart (Ness News)
6. Community Amenity Issues:

Roads/ Paths: Double yellow lines are needed outside the Richmond House Chinese Restaurant but could take up to 12 months to be put in, but everyone seems happy with getting them in place.

 Line of vision is not very good coming out of Inchnacardoch Bay because its overgrown and the CC are responsible for it. It also ties in with a path wanting to be put in.

D Kennedy sent an email regarding a footpath being built from Shoreland Lodges to the Three Bridges so that guests have a safe way to get to the village without walking alongside the road especially in the dark during the winter months. The other option of the GGW is also no use to people at night. They would also like for it to be lit up at night if possible but pedestrian safety is the real issue for up to 22 people walking in this area into the village.
Transport Scotland should come out and do a safety audit to see what they could do as unsure about where they would place a path. Lighting up that area will also completely change the characteristic of the area.
7. Renewable Energy Projects:

JM presented more about the Bhlaraidh extension application and provided an update they are waiting for responses from SEPA and NatureScot by mid-November.

JM also responded to some questions raised at a previous meeting and one was a concern for public access. They have put in an agreement to have safe access for pedestrians, and they have no reason to restrict cyclists or pedestrians but only vehicles.

JD brought up that they didn’t have access to pedestrians at the site entrance and was asking for a guarantee that they would allow access this time. He also brought up how Glenmoriston has been hit hard with renewable energy projects taking over public access and not providing enough access to the public. 
A second question JM answered was that the turbine exceeds their height limit of 150m, and they won’t cause any light pollution as they have been agreed to use infra-red equipment.
And the final question raised was increasing traffic in local villages, there won’t be any abnormal loads going through Fort Augustus and traffic should stay relatively the same.
8. Planning and Licensing:

Spring Cottage, Fort Augustus - extension 21/04513/FUL 
2, Blairconard, Fort Augustus - retrospective planning 21/04702/FUL
1, Glendale Park, Invermoriston - minor alterations 21/04608/FUL
9. Correspondence: 

An email from D Kennedy regarding a foot path being built from Shoreland Lodges to the Three Bridges.
An email from Transport Scotland about the cones outside Richmond House Chinese Restaurant and about putting in permanent double yellow lines, however this make take some time, possibly up to 12 months. 
10. AOB:

DF brought up that there are several big schemes coming through Glenmoriston from Trees for Life to Torgoyle bridge, the Glenmoriston Improvement Group members have come up would like to draw up a wishlist from local residents for new footpaths or extra laybys.  He also mentioned if there is a need to replace the bridge or widen roads in certain areas as there have been a few accidents that the group bring it to the Community Council who can endorse it so that he can go back to MD. 

DF brought up speeding restrictions going through Fort Augustus.

DF brought up the number of footpaths and if we could develop some more forestry paths that go off the main paths and up to the wind farms. 
The aim to have our meetings face to face will be reviewed for January. 
DF was asked when the Service Point is going to open again and is still waiting for a response. 
Someone brought up that the Canal Bridge closures are very lengthy, and they had been in a queue for 22mins also that the timings for opening are very inconvenient because they are opening the bridge when the buses come through and during school pick up times.
MA brought up that sometimes the bridge opens and closes twice in an hour and then there will be hours when they don’t open it.

DM said they have become very random and that years ago, there used to be scheduled opening times. DM to send an email out to Scottish Canals. 

The next Community Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 24th of November 2021 via Google Teams.


