
Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council

Thursday 24th April 2014 @ 7.30pm – Fort Augustus Millennium Hall 
Present: 

Stuart Findlay (Chair), Carol Pritchard (Vice-Chair), Iain MacKnocher (Vice-Chair), Deirdre MacKinnon (Secretary), Jennifer McArthur, Rachel Hayes, and Cllr Margaret Davidson
Apologies:
Johnny MacDonald (Treasurer)
Minute Secretary: Emily-May Winstanley

SF proposed that Julia King  be co-opted to the CC to fill a vacancy and meet the requirements of the Beauly/Denny Liaison group.

All councillors present agreed.  Julia King duly co-opted.

    1
Minutes: 

   Minutes from Community Council meeting on 27th March 2014
   Proposed by – DM
   Seconded by – CP
2   Matters Arising – 
Email from John Taylor (HC Community Services)
          - yellow  hatching on canal side to be carried out ASAP.
 - Auchterawe vegetation cutting to be added to the programme. 
 - Invermoriston car park pot holes have been filled.
 - Service Point closures. Email from Michele Morris re review. On going
 - Radon at F/A school. Ongoing,
 - A82 road defects reported to BEAR. Awaiting response
 - Beauly/Denny liaison meeting minute to be distributed to councillors.
   Next meeting  13th May.

3  Treasurers Report:
Bank balance as at 7th March 2014 at £7298
Expenditure: £80 this statement.
4 Community Issues:
 -SF to contact BEAR Scotland regarding flooding problems, pot holes and white        

  lining in Fort Augustus village.  
- Etape 2014: Sunday 4th May.  Reminder of road closures.
         - Auchterawe sign reinstated.

- Invermoriston car park lights: ongoing

- Invermoriston accident black spot: ongoing
- Community transport – ongoing.
- Police report- PC MacDonald attended the meeting and gave update on the local   area, see Appendix 2 attached

  Action: SF to email Inspector Andrew Blakey and Cllr MD to email Chief                          Inspector Tony MacKay regarding current Policing levels in Fort Augustus.
5 Renewable Energy Projects – See Appendix 1 attached
CP provided a feedback after attending a public meeting in Stratherick Hall on 3rd April regarding road closure at Loch Tarff. There will be a follow-up drop in session on 30th April 2014,  4-7pm at Stratherrick Hall. The CC will respond.
SF emailed Malcolm Macleod THC planning dept .regarding the cumulative impact of wind farms around Loch Ness.  awaiting response
SF read out an mail from Alan Macintyre of RES in response to issues raised during  their presentation at the CC March meeting;
Cumulative impact—area round FA is a search area under THC strategy.

Visual impact—we have considerable experience in building wind farms and site the turbines sensitively.

Perceived effect on tourism- invitations to Visit Loch Ness and FAGGBI to discuss the effect was not taken up. YouGov poll 2013 shows over 69% of respondents would not be put off because of wind farms.
Community benefit- The Scottish Governments good practice principils for community benefit encourages developers to discuss benefits early in the process, RES is supportive of this approach. Community benefit is not a material consideration in the planning process. 
Traffic though Fort Augustus- RES is happy to factor into the proposal, action to try to avoid HGV construction traffic through the village.
Corrieyairack Pass – RES is committed to designing the layout of the wind farm with the Corrieyairack Pass in mind.
Bhlaraidh - RH reported back on the planning conditions relating to the consented wind farm. No major issues raised.
A member of the public raise a question on a conflict of interest of RH reporting on the planning conditions due to her employment with Glenmoriston estate.

SF explained the CC had checked out RH position and there was definitely no conflict of interest in her carrying out the task requested.

6 Correspondence – 
Scottish Office- Road traffic No 96- A887 Torgoyle 50mph speed limit in force 9th     April 2014
NO E.ON group- March 2014 news update
Blythswood Care request for a donation bank site
SSE proposed transmission network reinforcement
THC customer service review  
THC New service structure & change to strategic committee names
THC West district partnership next meeting 13th June 14
Scottish Office: streamlining planning assessments stake holder survey
Beauly Denny CLG minutes 1st April 14.  Next meeting 13th May 14   
Trees for Life – Letter of concern on the Proposed Moriston Wind Farm
      7   Planning 
	Type of Application


	Name
	Location/Development

	14/01344/PNO
	Unknown

5 Ardross Terrace

Inverness  IV3 5NQ
	Prior notice of proposed new forestry-related building

Land 60M SE of Mount View, Invermoriston

	14/01381/FUL
	Mrs Lesley Davis

Ness Bothan

 Fort Augustus
	Extensions

Ness Bothan

Fort Augustus


	14/01330/FUL
	Loch Ness Guest House Ltd

Fort William Road

Fort Augustus
	Alterations and extension

Demolish front porch and rear extension

Nia Roo Guest House

Fort Augustus



      The CC raised no concerns with these applications.

8 AOCB 
– DM received a letter from residents concerned over access to the path behind    their homes in Abertarff place.  Cllr MD to investigate having the path cleared.
          – SSE -14th June trip to Glen Doe Dam (list of names)
 – Change to Bus times: 8.19am changed to 8.09am (weekday only)

       - Auchteraw road— the ditches require clearing to avoid flooding.

Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 29th May 2014    AGM – 7.00pm
Community council meeting        7.30pm

Fort Augustus Memorial Hall 
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RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS UPDATE    April 2014
Report on the developments within 15km circumference of Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston
Glendoe Hydro scheme -  100MW operational  No changes

Millennium Windfarm    -  65MW  operational,                                                                                                                                                                                     Millennium Windfarm 10 turbine extension – S36 planning application submission now late March or April 2014.  
Beinneun windfarm       -  75 to 85MW, 25 turbines.   Grid connection granted 2017. It includes the capacity for the 7 turbine extension which is now being now being planned.        Plan to carry out construction 2015 & 2016.Have received a copy of the planning conditions. Neal Reid has requested a meeting with the CC. To be arranged.  Will be arranging a drop-in day re the extension.                                           

Bhlaraidh windfarm       -  108 MW -  32 turbines awaiting construction.                                 SSE to discharge planning conditions. 
Stronelairg windfarm     -  240MW  awaiting planning consent, 67 turbines. 

Moriston windfarm        -  54 MW!!  planning application submission May/June 2014,           Latest design 18 turbines.   As its 54 MW it will be an S36 application. CC has requested copy of the Environmental Statement which is currently being prepared for the planning application.
Dell windfarm

   - 42 MW.   final design is for 14 turbines.                                                         Under 50 MW this will be a HC planning application.                                                                                                                                                                         

Coire Glas    - 300 to 600MW pumped storage system.                                                                          No updates
Culachy project      25 turbine site   RES developer.   See email giving answers to issues raised at the March meeting.                                                                               

Bhodaich project       -  5/6 MW.  SSE hydro scheme.    No updates. 
PNE Wind UK - Tomcrasky
-Met mast application,  no further information. 
Abbey Commercial Investments  -  Bunloyne -  Met mast application, no further information.
                                                               


COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT FORM​
	Command Area


	Inverness
	Community Group
	Glenmoriston and Fort Augustus

	Station


	Fort Augustus
	Officer Attending
	PC 746 Macdonald

	Data of Meeting


	24/04/14
	Location 
	Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus


Meeting Preparation

	Ward and Local Policing 

Plan Priorities.  
	Activities conducted over the reporting period to support those priorities.

	1. Road Safety 

2.     Antisocial Behavior 

3.     Alcohol Abuse 

4.   Theft and Poaching 


	1. The following Road Traffic related matters have been

    attended to within the Fort Augustus beat during the last       

     month.

A two vehicle non-injury road traffic collision was dealt with near to Invermoriston on the A887.

Patrols are ongoing to tackle road traffic offences.

2. There have been no reports of Antisocial behaviour in the Glenmoriston/Fort Augustus area. 

3.  No incidents were highlighted in the Fort Augustus/Glenmoriston area in relation to alcohol abuse.  

4.  We have not received any complaints of poaching or theft since the previous meeting.  



	Update on Previously Agreed Actions – See previous OP 55/8 & Relevant Reference on the Area Command Action Tracking Table 



	

	Update on any local community safety issues / trends within the community and any assistance / information requested from the community.  Review IMPACT / intelligence etc.



	Worthy of mention is the fact that in recent weeks two incidents of Housebreaking have been reported in the village of Beauly. On each occasion the properties entered were under construction and building materials / tools were stolen.

Your continued vigilance in relation to any suspicious vehicles/persons in your area is appreciated as it is noted that members of the public are contacting us and reporting same.

Whether or not these vehicles/persons are legitimate your concern is noted and we thank you for contacting us and patrols are carried out to combat these issues.




Appendix 1
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