Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held via Zoom at 7.30p.m on Wednesday 29th April 2020.

Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Stuart Findlay - Treasurer (SF)
Iain MacKnocher - Vice Chair (IM)
Helen Clay - Secretary (HC)

Jeff Dymond (JD)

Robert MacDonald (RM)

Rachel Hayes (RH)

Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)

Note taker: Sam Jones
Apologies: Mike Anderson (MA), Rachel Hayes (RH), Samantha Cornelius (SC)
1.    Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 29th February 2020 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by HC and seconded by SF.
2.    Matters Arising
Scottish Canals: Has been closed due to lockdown.
Car Park/Parking:  No updates. The car park remains open.
Glenmoriston Improvement Group:  The group have been unable to hold a meeting since February.
Glenmoriston Estate:  DM stated that the Access Officer was emailing the Estate. DM also stated that RH had been informed that they were closing the gate at Inverwick as people were leaving it open and that the animals were getting out.

3 Glens Community Care:  DM stated that this had hoped to start up in June but would likely be pushed to August due to coronavirus. 
Scottish Water:  Everyone acknowledged receipt of latest newsletter. SF stated that they wanted a discussion about the carpark. DM to set up Zoom meeting.
Information Pod: JD stated that the pod had been offered by the substation, but a location needed to be found. DM suggested beside the Nessie. JD stated that they had not heard back from Scottish Canals about this. SF expressed concerns that the original plan, in which the substation paid for the upkeep of the pod, where being changed and that the Community Council could get burdened with costs. It was agreed to go back to the substation and express these concerns and that if they are not going to maintain it then Community Council is no longer interested.
3.    Police Report
The following incidents have been reported to Police between 26th February and 28th March: 
Report of a vandalism in Foyers which was detected

Report of a fraud in Drumnadrochit which was an online scam.  Enquiries are ongoing

Report of disorder and vandalism at Dores beach which was detected

Report of a minor domestic incident in Ft Augustus.  Matter investigated and insufficient evidence to report to PF.
The section email address is: HighlandsandIslandsBeaulyFortAugustus@scotland.pnn.police.uk and any requests/information should be directed there as this is monitored by all section staff so any correspondence should not be missed.

4.    Treasurer’s Report
The balance as at 30th March 2020 is £5944.13. SF has done a draft of the accounts and these have been sent to Charles Stephen. DM stated that due to delays with the 3 Glens Community Care bank account being set up, any money for the 3 Glens Resilience Group would come to the Community Council and the Community Company.
5.    Community Amenity Issues
Toilets:  JD stated that they had looked into getting portaloos, but MD stated that planning was required if they were there for over a month. SF suggested getting them for a month at a time to avoid having to make planning application. It was stated that it was highly unlikely that anyone would be checking them. It was agreed to put them in the car park. MD meeting with neighbouring property to discuss planning. MD stated that a bid would be made for the Scottish Government Tourism Capital Fund. 
Buses:  No update. Once lockdown is lifted more work will continue and meetings will resume.
Forest & Land Scotland:  The 100th year of Forest Commission Scotland and a centenary event, planned for 28th March from 11 am - 4 pm at the FLS site in Auchterawe has been cancelled.
Road Issues:
· Fort William Road:  Ongoing.
· Speed Limit Signage:  No updates
· Ardachy Road:  No updates
· A82:  Ongoing.
· Torgoyle Bridge:  Ongoing. 
· Box Junction:  No update.
· Invermoriston:  Achnaconeran road.  Work has been unable to go ahead due to lockdown. DM in touch with various people to keep informed. MD has been in touch with Forestry and they have given assurance that the forest gate (Great Glen Way access) will be kept open.
Fort Augustus Car Park: MD gave update on the proposed extension. 
6.    Renewable Energy Projects
Fasnakyle:  SF gave update. He stated that they had been willing to meet with residents but had been unable to due to current situation. They are moving forward, and application expected soon. MD stated that outdoor works make begin to start
Cloiche Windfarm:  DM stated that information packs were due to be sent out digitally. SF gave update. Application due to be sent in soon. SF has asked for a meeting to discuss the impact the traffic will have on the village green. MD stated that she had had meeting with Planning Officer, and that she had expressed concerns about the traffic through the village. MD to fix meeting up with Planning Officer and windfarm and Community Council.
Glenshero:  SF stated he had been in touch with the Scottish Government and that they would accept their original objection. The appeal will go ahead, probably next month.
Dell Windfarm:  No update.
Fort Augustus Substation:  JD gave update on work being done. Work was due start on road upgrade on 14th April with disruptions for 3 weeks. JD been in touch with Project Manager to ensure safety precautions are considered. Transformer movements are delayed until July. 
7.    Planning & Licensing
20/01516 and 20/01517 - East of Gatekeepers cottage, Glendoe. Erection of Booster station, kiosk and layby for Scottish Water
20/01565/FUL - Land 65M NE of Nethermuir. New house, septic tank and access route.
SF gave update on Highland Council’s Planning Department and the changes they are making to the way they deal with planning applications. He commented that applications could have been dealt with through visual technology. MD gave update on what the Council is doing to work during lockdown and the tools they are using.
The CC had no comment on any applications.
8.    Correspondence
DM stated that correspondences had largely been to do with Covid-19. 

9.    AOB
DM gave an update on work being done for Covid-19 relief and the work of the 3 Glens Resilience Group and collaboration with the Community Company, Glengarry Community Council and Glengarry Trust
DM stated that a boulder had been placed in Kilchuimen Cemetery Road to block access. Short discussion followed on progress of plans to restore the riverbank and road.
HC asked for suggestions for how Amey can help the community during the Covid-19 crisis. DM stated that funds would be appreciated. HC to get back in touch.
HC stated that the kerb at the corner by the Lockkeepers cottage had collapsed and needed repaired.

Date of next meeting set for Wednesday 27th May at 7.30pm via Zoom.
