Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at the Millennium Hall, Invermoriston at 7.30p.m. on Wednesday 26th February 2020.

Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Stuart Findlay - Treasurer (SF)
Iain MacKnocher - Vice Chair (IM)
Helen Clay - Secretary (HC)

Jeff Dymond (JD)

Mike Anderson (MA)

Robert MacDonald (RM)

Rachel Hayes (RH)

Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)

Note taker: Samantha Cornelius

1.    Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 29th January 2020 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by SF and seconded by JD.
Presentations:

Morag Fraser provided an update to the CC on this years ETAPE which will be on Sunday 26th April.  There is an increase of riders from south of the border and overseas, a decrease in riders from Scotland overall but an increase in riders from outside the Highlands.  Road closures will be as per previous years, the 5,600 riders will be released in batches of 250 from 6.15 a.m. onwards.  A letter box drop of 33,000 leaflets will be provided by Royal Mail in April.  Escort vehicles are provided for essential journeys.  Volunteers are still sought to assist with marshalling/feed station duties.  Anyone requiring an escort or wishing to volunteer should contact: info@etapelochness.com or 0844 875 1411.  MacMillan Cancer Research received £283,000 last year with a total over the ten years of £1.28 million.  Donations are also given to the CC’s around the Loch together with a donation to charities nominated by the volunteers.DM suggested 3 Glens Community Care.
2.    Matters Arising
Scottish Canals:  Catherine Topley the CEO of Scottish Canals to be invited to attend future meeting by MD.

Car Park/Parking:  Shane Manning (SM) visited Fort Augustus to discuss all aspects of parking and vehicle management.  MD is waiting for sight of the final plan and proposals.

Glenmoriston Improvement Group:  Minutes of the inaugural meeting on 22nd Feb were received from Lynne West.  MD to arrange a meeting with Lynne to discuss some issues the minutes have created (membership, boundaries, duplication and caretaker roles) and agree heads of terms in order that the group can as progress positively.  The CC has statutory responsibilities which the wider community appear unsure of.
Glenmoriston Estate:  The Access Officer attended the estate following reports that people had been stopped from walking there.
3 Glens Community Care:  the group are progressing well and now has charity status.  Information on the group will be in the next edition of Ness News.
Dog Fouling:  The dog warden and the police have been in attendance at Bunoich Crescent and signage is now in place regarding fouling.
Scottish Water:  Will be in Fort Augustus until the end of March investigating the state of the pavement on the bridge.
Information Pod:   No update.
3.    Police Report
The following incidents have been reported to Police between 29th January and 26th February: 

One person was charged with various road traffic offences such as drink driving, disqualified driving and driving without insurance; one person was charged with offences of driving without a licence or insurance; one person was charged for driving whilst on their mobile telephone; two fixed penalty tickets were issued to road users regarding speeding offences.

There have been two reported incidents of shoplifting from the Great Glen Trading Centre. These incidents have been detected and reported to the Procurator Fiscal along with several other incidents across Inverness and other rural areas involving the same suspects.

On the first occasion the suspects got away with a large quantity of alcohol.  Thanks to Dierdre MacKinnon and Lesley Campbell from the Great Glen Trading Centre the second much larger quantity of alcohol stolen was recovered from the suspect shortly after he left the shop.  The group of three males have since been traced and arrested in relation to those incidents.

Unfortunately, there has been a report of a house breaking at the West End garage with the suspects making off with a three figure sum of money. The police are utilising all forensic opportunities available to them and enquiries are ongoing to trace the individuals responsible.  Any information that may assist in relation to this incident should be reported to the police.

The section email address is: HighlandsandIslandsBeaulyFortAugustus@scotland.pnn.police.uk and any requests/information should be directed there as this is monitored by all section staff so any correspondence should not be missed.

4.    Treasurer’s Report
The balance as at 25th February 2020 is £6,810.13 which includes the grant to cover the next payment for the Newsletter. 
5.    Community Amenity Issues
Toilets:  THC has put out a feasibility study and spoken to engineers, the next stage is to get people in to discuss.  There is a meeting on March 3rd at 2.00 p.m.   SF and JD to attend as there are wider community issues, funding needs to be discussed together with some land management issues, there will be a minute taker in attendance.   An option has come to light which may be suitable.  There is also a camper van issue so may need to think about a separate disposal system for them?  Hopefully any outcomes can be taken forward to the Glenmoriston Millennium Hall Committee meeting Monday night.
Buses:  SF and DM had a meeting at the school.  Stagecoach will look into it once they have final numbers.  They will also review the use of tickets being available for use on either service provider or if payment is taken to obtain a receipt and the school will reimburse them.  There are separate issues for students travelling to Fort William.  There will be monthly meetings going forward.
Forest & Land Scotland:  it is the 100th year of Forest Commission Scotland and a centenary event is planned for 28th March from 11 am - 4 pm at the FLS site in Auchterawe.
Road Issues:
· Fort William Road:  Ongoing.
· Speed Limit Signage:  John Taylor reviewing speed limit signage.
· Ardachy Road:  Ditching and vegetation issues are being reviewed.
· A82:  Ongoing.
· Torgoyle Bridge:  Ongoing. 
· Box Junction:  No update.
· Invermoriston:  Achnaconeran road.  John Taylor and Alan Johnston were unable to attend this meeting.  However, ditching work has commenced on the Achnaconeran road.  MD to ask the Forestry not to close the forest gate (Great Glen Way access).
Fort Augustus Car Park: Plans of the proposed extension were shown.  Construction will commence after Easter with the extension open by late June.  Shane Manning THC is to meet with SF to discuss Oich Pier.
New Car Parks:  THC will be issuing traffic orders about all new car parks.  There are questions about whether or not to charge and rates i.e.  first half hour free etc.  Everywhere will have that discussion.  50% of the net income will come back to the Community from March.  The CC and Community Company and stakeholders will be invited to discuss and comment on the traffic orders which will then be reviewed by the Area Committee.
6.    Renewable Energy Projects
Fasnakyle:  Scoping has been undertaken and planning application to be submitted in due course.  SF commented that there had been no presentation to the CC, no recognition of the CC as a consultee.  The proposed development would border Bhlaraidh Windfarm.
Cloiche Windfarm:  Planning application due in April.
Glenshero:  Appealed the decision to the Scottish Office.  SF has responded and advised that CC will attend a pre-meeting.
Dell Windfarm:  Stuart Forsyth is in the process of completing the planning conditions, once done he will contact the CC.
Fort Augustus Substation:  The start date for the road upgrade is 24th February and is expected to take 4 - 6 weeks to complete.  There will be delays of up to 20 minutes at certain times.  All households have been sent information.  SSE had no knowledge about the battery site application.   ILI is the company behind the application.  Objections have been submitted from the CC and members of the community.  Transformer movements are expected at the end of May date tbn.  The next meeting will take place on 8th April 2020 at the Lovat Hotel at 7.00 p.m.

7.    Planning & Licensing
20/00692/FUL - Ardchattan, Canalside North, Fort Augustus, PH32 4BA.  Erection of bike shelter.
20/00585/PNO - Land 1750M West of Bunloyne Farm, Glenmoriston.   Create a turning point for timber lorries.
20/00468/FUL - Land 80M NW of Tourist Information Office, Fort Augustus.  Extension of car park (77 spaces), formation of footpath link.

The CC had no comment on any applications.
8.    Correspondence
Scottish Water advised that the works under the canal were now finished with reinstatement of the surrounding area by the end of March 2020.  There is no proposed date for Jenkins Park as yet.
9.    AOB
SSE are to contribute £25,000 to the play park upgrade at Jenkins Park.  THC will inspect and insure the park but not replace any items.  Loch Ness & Great Glen Recreation Group are aiming to build better recreational facilities for the area as identified on the Community Action Plan.  The group are currently funding money for feasibility study for a leisure centre with swimming pool and gym.  Volunteer Action Lochaber, HLH and CC are all supporting the group.  The next meeting is on 4th March at 5 p.m. in the Village Hall.
Kilchuimen Cemetery Road is falling away again into the River Tarff due to the subsidence and erosion of the bank.  MD to send someone to advise.
Road Safety in the Redburn area speed issues have again been raised together with issues over the Highland cows and people stopping to take photo’s etc.  CC to e-mail Transport Scotland and ask them to put “No Stopping” signage in place and to also contact the Police about getting vehicles to move on.
Visibility issues at Dalcataig, CC to e-mail responsible agency.
Community caretakers to be asked to replace or examine the hand rail on Bunoich Brae.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 
25th March in the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus at 7.30 p.m.
