Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council
Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 26thJune 2019.
Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Iain MacKnocher - Vice-Chair (IM)
Stuart Findlay - Treasurer (SF)
Helen Clay - Secretary (HC)

Jeff Dymond (JD)

Mike Anderson (MA)
Carol Pritchard (CP)

Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)

Apologies:

Rachel Hayes (RH)

Note taker: Samantha Cornelius

Presentations:
Jack Mackay attended from Forestry and Land Scotland and explained that on 1st April 2019, Forestry Commission Scotland ceased to exist and that under devolved powers control moved from Westminster to the Scottish Government, although the Forestry Commission title remains in England & Wales.  Previously, there were 10 forest districts now there are 5 regions with Fort Augustus on the cusp between the North and West regions.  Simon Hodgson is the new Chief Executive.  Jack is the lead for the A82 Project Management task.  As such his role involves dealing with the felling of difficult coups, be that due to steep hillsides, access issues, obstructions such as railways etc. which have been avoided or delayed previously but now need to be actioned.  Duffy Skyline is the leading expert in big tree steep slope extraction.  Their contract ends in March 2020 but they have now been given a further 5-year contract in their specialist role to assist with the felling along the A82.  Felling will recommence in October 2020.  Method of updates for the project was determined to be via newsletter as and when there is something to report, the CC can then publish any relevant information to the wider community using current methods.  In the immediate future there is an application for a two-week traffic management plan for September in order that the timber stacks can be extracted through Alltsigh.  For information Bear Scotland operates a 24-hour emergency line for trunk road maintenance (reporting defects: landslides, fallen trees etc) 0800 587 1107.
1.    Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 29th May 2019 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by DM and seconded by IM.
2.    Matters Arising
Car Park:  Planning permission has been submitted to provide additional parking for up to 60 cars following a 3 year agreement to lease the land.  
SSE - Road Improvement:  Complaints have been received about the delays and state of the road improvements from the car park to Jenkins Park.  DM to contact Johannes Smit, Archie Munro and cc MD.
Information Pod:  DM to invite Johannes Smit and Archie Munro of SSE to the August meeting.
3.    Police Report
PC Anderson N629 attended and answered queries following the Police report.

There have been 35 incidents reported to Police since 29th May 2019.
23 of the 53 incidents involved minor road traffic issues, seven of which were either reported or issued fixed penalty notices for various road traffic offences.  There is ongoing engagement with tour operators surrounding the parking of vehicles on the public highway causing concerns over public safety.

Police provided advice/assistance to members of the public for all other incidents.
Discussion about tourist buses parking along canalside and on the road at the entrance to Cruise Loch Ness and subsequent enforcement issues.  CC to request that dedicated parking bays are white-lined along canalside towards Oich Pier and that No Parking signs are placed at the turning point.  MA to discuss with MD and BEAR Scotland about yellow lining requirements on the A82 in the village with particular regard to the road from the village green to the bridge.

Question raised by CP at request of residents in Invermoriston as to whether the Police would have any objections to the road being downgraded from 40 mph to 30 mph.  Advised the Police had no view either way.  Further request for signage about red squirrels, advised that it was a matter for Transport Scotland.
4.    Treasurer’s Report
The balance as at 14th June was £5,716.30 this included the donations from ETAPE of £2,000, a £50 donation and the FAGMCC grant of £2,250 for the newsletter.
5.    Community Amenity Issues
Dalchreichart Cemetery:  No update.
A82:  SSE did not apply to Transport Scotland for a 30 mph limit sign extension to the village when they planned the pavement and crossing.  David Devine is now looking into the issue.
Invermoriston Cemetery:  Two trees have been removed which will provide a larger turning circle for vehicles.  The timber has been left in-situ for local use.

Village Re-instatement:  No update.
Signage at Village Green & B862:  Village Officers have removed all irrelevant and unnecessary signage and cleaned the remaining village signage.  THC has written to the owner of Loch Ness Highland Resort advising that the brown signage needs to be removed as it is not official signage.  If not done so within a set timescale THC will remove.
Toilets at Invermoriston:  There was a contract agreement with the Glenmoriston Millennium Hall Committee (GMHC) which expired in May 2019.  THC did not negotiate a renewal; the septic tank cannot cope with the volume produced and the soakaway is no good.  A review/survey needs to be undertaken to determine the best way forward.  At that time THC said GMHC would need to pay for the feasibility study which they declined to do and closed the toilets to the general public.  The toilet facility would still be available to any hall users.  MD asked GMHC to keep the toilets open for the summer on the basis that THC would pay for the feasibility study and want to come to an agreement about what to do until that report is finalised.  The next meeting of the GMHC is on Monday 8th July and JD and MD are to attend.  MD to write formally about an interim agreement which would include THC agreeing to empty the septic tank four times.
6.    Renewable Energy Projects
Cloich Windfarm:  No update.

Glenshero:  The earliest date for a decision is September.
Dell Windfarm:  Awaiting Reporters findings.
Auchterawe Substation:  The next meeting is Wednesday 17th July at 7.00 p.m. at The Lovat Hotel.  A question has been received from a member of the community asking that it be raised at that meeting.  The meeting is open forum, anyone from the community can attend and ask a question or raise a concern.
7.    Planning & Licensing
19/02561/FUL - Caledonian House, Station Road, Fort Augustus, PH32 4AY. Change of use from guest house to staff accommodation.
19/02602/FUL - Inchnacardoch Lodge Hotel, Fort Augustus, PH32 4PL.  Erection of bedroom annex with managers' apartment.
The CC had no comment on these applications.
8.    Correspondence
Letter received regarding the enhancement of the roadside from Three Bridges to Auchterawe road following the road improvements.  There is no longer a verge so safety issue with pedestrians/cyclists, is there a possibility of white lining an area for them.  White lining is a matter for THC however, the question will be raised at the next CLG meeting with SSE on the 15th July. 
Update provided from Scottish Water on the Loch Ness Water Project.
Comments have been submitted to the Community Council Scheme Review Consultation in response to the request to views on boundary schemes etc.

The monthly Scottish Water update was received.

There will be a Scottish Canals event 4th July 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. along the canalside followed from 6.30 - 8.00 p.m. by a reception with a presentation from 7 - 7.30 p.m. in the Canal Centre itself. 
Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan.  Using the questionnaire and results from the Local Action Plan CC to make sure that put forward what the village needs or would like and not necessarily what others decide it should have.  MD to provide date for review and bring local plan.

9.    AOB
Reports of speeding in The Riggs and also comment has been made about tourists are parking there.  Unfortunately, stopping parking by non-residents is not enforceable.

Concerns of speeding by the Gondolier and out of the village.  The Police are to review enforcement.
A steering group is to be set up for planning and initiation of Social Care plans.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 28th August 2019 in the Millennium Hall, Invermoriston at 7.30 p.m.
Police Report - 26th Aug 19

The following incidents have been reported to Police since 26th June 2019.

July:  One minor RTC; one speeding, one person reported for a Road Traffic offence. 

Three commercial break-ins in Fort Augustus in July.

August:  One minor RTC; one speeding. 

Five commercial break-ins - petrol station and Courtyard Cafe.  Anti-crime patrols being undertaken and to be continued into September.  Use of CCTV being looked into.

