
Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council

Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 26th May 2021
Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Helen Clay - Secretary (HC)

Stuart Findlay - Treasurer (SF)
Jeff Dymond (JD)

Iain MacKnocher - Vice Chair (IM)
Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)

David Fraser - Councillor (DF)
Jill Wyatt (JW)
Apologies:

Rachel Hayes (RH)

Mike Anderson (MA)

Robert MacDonald (RM)

Note Taker:  Samantha Cornelius (SC)

1.    Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 28th April 2021 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by DM and seconded by HC.
Presentation by Scottish Water (SW):  Kelton Bennett (KB) provided an update on the Loch Ness Regional WTW.  North to South:: connection pipework was unable to go ahead on 17th May as planned and has been re-scheduled for early June.  Jenkins Park connections are being held back until the North to South work has been completed to reduce customer impact.  Raw water intake: will continue on temporary supply until the permanent power supply is available towards the end of June.  Water treatment works: will continue on generators until permanent supply is available at the end of June.  The new power supply cable has been installed along the Great Glen Way.  Hard landscaping will be completed once the temporary generation equipment has been removed.  Great Glen Way pipework: a constant low flow rate is now being pumped through the pipeline to the service reservoir.  Final inspection of the excavation rock face is planned w/c 24th May.  Fort Augustus reservoir: a constant low flow rate is running through the tank, permanent power will be available towards the end of June.  Booster pumping stations: primary booster site is almost complete, secondary booster site is also almost complete with power supply works to begin at the end of May.  Invermoriston WTW: work ongoing to connect in the supply pipework from the new treatment works.  Mechanical and electrical work to start in early June.  Choramination: leaflets were delivered to all customers advising of the change that water is treated together with advice for tropical fish/aquatic animal owners.
2.    Matters Arising
Invermoriston Toilets:  No update, MD to contact Harry Whiteside (Community Company) for update on situation with contract and camper van waste disposal unit.
Scottish Water:  Monthly report and verbal update provided to the CC.
Glenmoriston Access Issues:  No update from Access Officer, ongoing.
Campsite: Noise issues ongoing, Robin Fraser at THC aware.

Sheltered Housing:  Properties could be ready by end of Sept early October.  The sheltered housing will be owned and operated by THC therefor all applicants to ensure they are on the Highland Housing Register.  The community properties are allocated by the Community Company.  MD would like to put information in the next Ness News about allocation.
Kilchuimen Cemetery Road:  Work has commenced on site and will take approximately six weeks
3.    Police Report
Incidents between 28 Apr 21 – 26 May 21:
Road traffic issues continue to dominate the demand for Police.  The increased number of tourists who do not pay attention to road markings or drive slowly causing frustration in others is an ongoing concern.  There was a serious road crash between a van and a lorry that demonstrates the damage that can be caused by driving outwith your lane which resulted in a male suffering life changing injuries.

Parking outside the Chinese takeaway in Fort Augustus has reduced but continues just north of the cones.  Persons should continue to be discouraged from doing so and park elsewhere, the Police will continue to educate offenders.

As more and more people come to Fort Augustus and the pubs and cafés open antisocial behaviour will increase.  Licensed premises should ensure they are not supplying alcohol to clearly intoxicated persons.  Police have engaged with a number of drunk persons in the village and will continue to do so to ensure this does not become a common theme.

There have been no incidents of note, however, as stated above licensed premises should be responsible in the provision of alcohol.  Visitors in the village getting drunk and causing noise and or damage will result in Police having to carry out more stringent licensed premises visits in order to combat drunkenness.

The influx in tourists to the village will mean more money coming into businesses and therefore attract thieves.  Businesses should ensure they are taking their security seriously to deter thefts.  Police will continue to carry out patrols in the area to deter such things and challenge suspects.
People should continue to aware of their surroundings and if they see any activity they believe is suspicious it should be reported via 101 or 999 if urgent.

4.    Treasurer’s Report
The balance as of today is £5,339.96.  The annual accounts have been independently approved.
5.    Community Amenity Issues
Car Parks:  DM and SF met with Shane Manning (SM), the car park extension should be open by July.  DM to contact SM and ask if he can discuss double yellow lines on the A82 with Bear Scotland.  MD has spoken to David Devine (DD) of Transport Scotland who advised that the pavements may be completed in September.  MD to check with DD to see whether will be doing both sides of the road or just one side.  If only one side MD will ask for the side opposite the hardware store to be done first.
Roads:  Extension of 40mph speed sign in Invermoriston, Transport Scotland wrote to MD in January and confirmed they had looked at the speed there in 2012 so were not going to review again.  MD and DF had a brief meeting with a Police Sgt in Dingwall who was interested in looking at the data to support the application.  DM has written to Richard Perry and asked for the most recent data from Invermoriston and The Clansman.  Support of the Police is critical as Transport Scotland have advised that without the support of the Police, their hands are tied.  Invermoriston are keen to have flashing speed signage installed and also investigate the possibility of a road crossing as people are crossing from the entrance of the car park to the bridge almost diagonally across the road.  DM to forward relevant details to DF.  DF to add Invermoriston to the ‘wildlife‘ issues as there is a population of red squirrels there.  DF to remind DD about double yellow lines and bollards/clearway being installed as Highland cattle are now back in the field opposite Redburn Café.

6.    Renewable Energy Projects
Contact from Alan Greenwood of SSE about the Cloiche and Bhlaraidh extensions,  he is happy to join a Community Council meeting at some time.
A meeting will need to be arranged with Marianne regarding community funding.
SF raised concern over the five windfarm developments in discussion all within the area just north of Bhlaraidh, one of which borders Bhlaraidh windfarm where visibility is going to be horrendous.  MD to contact the senior planner and review the sites overall and cumulative effects.
Fiodhag Windfarm:  Nick Forrest has been in contact wishing to talk about Community benefit.
Cloiche Windfarm:  No update.
Glenshero:  No update.

Corrie Glas:  No update.
Loch Liath Windfarm:   No update.

Dell Windfarm:  No update.

Loch Liath Windfarm:   Helen Lafferty has been in contact with the CC and has put information out to the public about the windfarm.

Tomchrasky Windfarm:  No update.
Bhlaraidh Extension:  No update.
Fort Augustus Substation:  JD provided an update of the meeting on the 7th April with SSE regarding their intention to apply for an extension from 25th April to 30th October.  SF explained to Zoe Skinner at THC that SSE failed to answer all of the comments previously raised and objected to the reasons that they submitted for the need for an extension and the disruption to the community.
SF has a map which shows that within a five kilometre radius north of Bhlaraidh there are two operational windfarms and four more which are currently in scoping which will give a total of 144 turbines within 75.5 km2 which is almost 2 turbines per km2 and will have an impact on the environment, the ground, visual impact etc.
7.    Planning & Licensing
21/02231/FUL - Taigh-Eighe, Fort Augustus, PH32 4DH.  Demolish porch, erection of porch, extension to rear , internal alterations.
No comment by CC.
21/02152/SCOP - Land 3615M NW of Burnside, Bhlaraidh, Glenmoriston.  Chrathaich Wind Farm - Erection and Operation of a Wind Farm for a period of 25 years, comprising of 17 Wind Turbines with a maximum blade tip height of up to 180m, access tracks, borrow pits, substation, control building, and ancillary infrastructure.
No comment by CC.
8.    Correspondence
All correspondence was from Scottish Water and windfarm information which has been distributed to councillors.

9.    AOB
Rachel Hayes has stood down this year, the CC will invite someone from the Glenmoriston area.

Sam Cornelius has resigned so a replacement is being sought for a minute taker.  An advert will be placed on Facebook.
There is a sign at the end of the pier saying “Space Reserved for Boats and Paddles” a local parked there and was told he was not permitted to park there?  DM to clarify position with SM at THC.

Speeding raised again on the Auchterawe Road, HC suggested a newsletter be issued by SSE so locals are aware of traffic movements etc.  SC stated that SSE used to produce a newsletter which was distributed from Three Bridges along the entire length of the Auchterawe Road but that has not been produced for a couple of years now.  DM to contact Lisa Marchi (SSE) and ask if the newsletter could be reinstated and also to invite HC to the next Fort Augustus Community Liaison Group Meeting as a second representative of the CC.
The Waterfront lodges near Invermoriston are now called “The Hamptons Loch Ness” and are advertising a helipad for exclusive use by lodge owners and their guests?
The community asked in 2019 that the works to upgrade the tracks and bridges in Auchterawe with the funding SSE provided to Forest and Land Scotland (FLS) be undertaken as soon as possible.  It was further requested that any attempt to obtain ‘double funding’ from other partners was not to be pursued.  The construction industry has been able to work for some time yet still no upgrades have begun?  MD to follow up with FLS.
Alan Greenwood is to be invited with a project manager to speak to the CC so questions can be asked about access, water supply and visual impact etc.  SF is keen for support with the whole aspects of windfarms as both the South and North side of Loch Ness now have more than 20 windfarms operational or in progress/scoping etc.  There are ten applications in the Monadhliath range alone.
Glenurquhart CC are not taking a view on any windfarms in Glen Liath until they have Planning Applications in front of them.  They are, however at the scoping stage trying to get as broad as an environmental impact statement as they can, particularly as any turbine over 150m needs to be topped with a red aviation light for air traffic which means they will be visible both day and night.    Strathglass are concerned and the CC’s are certainly aware of local feeling about windfarms.
DF suggested that a workshop be arranged, inviting two representatives from our Community Council as well Strathglass, Glen Urquhart and Foyers CC’s due to the concerns raised by all about windfarms.  A Planning Officer from THC will also be invited so all relevant information and broader understanding of policies be available to all.
Date of next meeting Wednesday 30th June at 7.30 p.m. via Teams.

