

Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council
Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus on Wednesday 27th September 2017 @ 7.30 p.m.
Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Helen Clay - Secretary & Treasurer (HC)
Carol Pritchard (CP)
Rachel Hayes (RH)
Steven Smith (SS)
Stuart Findlay (SF)
Apologies:

Iain MacKnocher - Vice-Chair (IM)

Jeff Dymond (JD)

Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)

Note taker: Samantha Cornelius
1. Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 30th August 2017 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by SS seconded by HC.
2. Matters Arising
Toilets:  The toilets at Invermoriston are now open.  The Community Company have advised that the Village Hall Committee can apply for a grant for the septic tank.
The Riggs:  The legalities of caravans parking on the public highway have been resolved.
Abertarff:  The car has been removed from Abertarff Place but a further vehicle has now arrived,  HC to contact THC accordingly.
Boats:  Further letters are to be issued to individuals who own the sunken boats as no response has been received from them to previous correspondence.  They will be advised that unless they reply the matter will be passed to the relevant authorities.
The Community Company have cleared the area around Inchnacardoch Bay which was overgrown and littered.

School Fields:  The Community Company is to obtain quotes for the gate and fencing and Bill Hepburn is to obtain quotes for the goalposts.

Car Parks:  Meeting now arranged to consider how best to deal with the increasing numbers of visitors and the management of vehicles and pedestrians.
Buses:  No update.
3. Police Report
PC Jones N104 presented the report from the 30th August:

Five non-injury road traffic collisions - no offences; two slight injury road traffic collisions - 
no offences; four reports regarding driver behaviour - some drivers traced and spoken to.

Two separate reports regarding ongoing disturbances - Police attended and spoke to all persons with no complaints being made and no offences libelled.  One report regarding a concern for person - traced safe and well.

Whilst carrying out anti-crime patrols Police located a skimming device on a ATM in Fort Augustus - device seized and enquiry ongoing.
Fort Augustus Police located a skimming device on a local ATM and would like to advise all members of the community to cover the keypad when inputting their PIN and if they have concerns that the ATM has been tampered with do not use the machine and contact Police so it can be checked.
PC Mathieson’s post was advertised to area officers but no applications were received so the post has now been advertised nationally.  An update will be provided at the next meeting as to progress in filling the vacancy.

Letter read out by DM from Chief Superintendent George Macdonald in response to the letter from the CC regarding rural policing reiterating the statement provided by Insp. Rasdale at the last meeting surrounding: resourcing, events out with the Fort Augustus area and parking issues.

Correspondence received from PC MacKenzie N0747 advising that from 28th August PS Julie Connor is the new Sergeant for the West Rural Beats section.  Further correspondence from PS Julie Connor advising of her intention to attend a CC meeting in due course to formally introduce herself. It also outlined the new format for the monthly Police report which will encompass items from neighbouring areas which will run for a trial period initially.
4. Treasurer’s Report
As at 13 August 2017 the balance was £6,959.55.  A cheque for £250 for the Sheepdog Trials was issued giving a current balance of £6,709.55.
5. Community Amenity Issues
Drainage:  Ongoing issues at Dalreoch correspondence received on 15th August from Bear to say that they have the frames and lids for the drainage but that nothing will be done on the A82 until the wind farm deliveries have been completed.
Clansman Centre:  The Community Company will undertake extra sweeps of the area if the bags are tied, they will collect.
Caravan Park:  Letter received from Keith Gibson (THC) on 4th Sep to advise that an s272 notice has been served not an enforcement notice.  HC to write to the Head of Planning at THC to complain about the delay in progressing the matter: planning was refused the subsequent appeal was refused and the condition that the cabins are moved has not been complied with.
6. Renewable Energy Projects
Consented Projects:
Stronelairg Windfarm:  Meeting on 12th Sep SSE and the Community Company are to get ideas about what communities want to do with the income generated for community benefit.  The Community Company issued a newsletter on the 2nd Sep about the Medical Centre and Convent Wood.
Beinneun Windfarm:  No update.
Bhlaraidh Windfarm:  Now operational.  I item will remain agenda item.
Millennium Windfarm:  No update.
Auchterawe Substation:   The next meeting is the 11th October at the Lovat Hotel at 7.00 p.m.
Culachy:  No update.
7. Planning & Licensing
No update.
8. Correspondence
Correspondence from Charles Stephen regarding the Ward Discretionary Budget.  Any local community, voluntary or non-profit group can apply via a two page application.  The grant value available the ward is £15,000.  There will be an event in March 2018 and residents of all communities are invited to attend and hear about projects and vote for those they think should be funded.
Correspondence from RES about a proposed windfarm on Glenshero Estate which borders our Community Council boundary. HC to contact developers for more details and maps and to invite them to a future meeting.
Letter of thanks received from the organisers of the running event.

9. AOB
Community Company issued a grant of £55,000 to the Hub in West Glen Moriston which will be rented via Highland Residential.

£22,000 was also given to the school for a bus which will also be available for community use.
The newsletter from the Community Company was only delivered to some residents, it will be delivered to all in due course.

The trees outside the old Surgery are being removed.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 25th October at the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus at 7.30 p.m.
