Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council
Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at the Millennium Hall, Invermoriston on 28th February 2018 at 7.30 p.m.
Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Iain MacKnocher - Vice-Chair (IM)
Helen Clay - Secretary & Treasurer (HC)
Jeff Dymond (JD)

Rachel Hayes (RH)

Carol Pritchard (CP)

Stuart Findlay (SF)
Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)

Apologies:

Steven Smith (SS)
Note taker: Samantha Cornelius
Presentations

Scottish Water.  Gavin Steel (Scottish Water) and Charlie Bull (ESD) gave a presentation on the Loch Ness Regional Scheme overview of proposals.  The scheme proposes to build a new water treatment works in the forestry south of Invermoriston which would draw water from an intake on Loch Ness.  The raw water intake on Loch Ness would be sited next to the old Invermoriston pier.  There would also be a new clear water tank north of Fort Augustus.  Reinforcement of the water supply would be created by connecting the new clear water tank by new pipework running underneath the River Oich and the Caledonian Canal to the existing supply along the Fort William Road.  Funding for the project has been agreed in principle but keen to hear views as appreciate there will be some impact but believe it will be beneficial to two communities.  A drop in event is being finalised to take place at the Lovat Hotel on March 15th between 3.00 - 8.00 p.m.
Concerns raised about:

· Access to the A82:  Advised that the roads Authorities have declared it a left in left out junction and that there will be no right turns into or out of the site.  There will also be visibility splays and trimming of trees and removal of scrub to boost visibility;
· The Pier:  Advised that the pier structure will be completely unaffected.  There will be a footpath around the site for access to the pier together with a gated footpath from the A82;
· Current Excess Water on A82:  Two locations near the site have a constant flow of water which is particularly hazardous in cold weather.  The matter was reported to BEAR however it may be an issue with a leak.  Gavin will send staff to investigate;
· Water Supply Interruption:  Not yet clear when the works will be undertaken although minimal disruption expected.  Possible disruption when changeover but should be short lived and notice will be given to residents;

· Water Pressure:  should be no change to water pressure.

· Traffic Impact Assessment:  a Traffic management place will be uploaded on line soon, they will hopefully be available at the drop in on the 15th.

Scottish Canals.   Monika Maleszka-Ritchie attended to answer questions on the new Visitors Centre (previously known as MacVeans).  The site will be open on Saturday 17th March between 1.00 - 3.00 p.m. for people to have a preview of the new Visitors Centre.  A question was raised why there was wooden cladding on the wall facing the A82 which was in contravention of the original planning application.  The site is within an area of conservation and should be rendered and painted white.  Advised that a retrospective planning application would need to be submitted which members of the community could comment on or object to.  The CC would also review any planning application submitted.  The Heritage Centre advised that they had received correspondence inviting them to attend a meeting with Scottish Canals on the 8th March.  It was confirmed that the gap in the bridge would remain as it is to be used as a fire exit.  Scottish Canals are prepared to support and help when the parking plans are finalised and work commences.  Comments were raised concerning the leak from the canal which cause water to flow down the road and which is hazardous as freezing at the moment and damaging the road. .  DM also to contact Nicola Drummond at THC and ask if the CC is going to be consulted about traffic issues at the site.
1.    Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 31st January 2018 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by SF seconded by IM.
2.    Matters Arising
Boats:  No update.

School Fields:  No update.
3.    Police Report
There were a total of 64 incidents reported to Police.
During this period there were numerous reports to Police regarding Potholes on the A82 and due to weather conditions.  There were five non-injury road traffic collisions; four drivers issued with conditional offers for various road traffic offences; nine drivers issued with conditional offers for speeding offences; two drivers reported to Procurator Fiscal for speeding offences; one driver issued with a conditional offer for driving with no insurance and seven reports regarding driver behaviour - some of the drivers traced and given suitable advice.  The majority of the offences were committed from drivers out with the area.

Two reports of concerns for persons. Persons traced safe and well.  Two reports regarding Public protection issues - enquiries ongoing; one report of disorder in Fort Augustus - Police attended and no complaints made.

There was a report regarding thefts from a local power station, no complaint was made however additional patrols are being made in the area.

Police provided advice/assistance to members of the public for all other incidents including weather related incidents.
4.    Treasurer’s Report
As at 28 Feb 2018 the balance is £6,022.45.

5.    Community Amenity Issues
A82:  DM to e-mail Tommy Deans and copy in MD on that and any future correspondence with him.

Roads:  MD to write to the Scottish Minister about the lack of investment and upgrade of the roads.  MD will also contact David Devine (Scottish Transport) regarding the unblocking of the ditches and general lack of maintenance.
Torgoyle Bridge:  Pot hole on Torgoyle Bridge not yet repaired.

Riverside Park Pavement:  No work has yet been undertaken but pending.  MD to remind Community Services at THC.
Invermoriston Cemetery:   Hugh Gardiner at THC to investigate, MD to speak to him direct.

6.    Renewable Energy Projects
Stronelairg Windfarm:  CC was disappointed with the way the Community Benefit to be divided and put forward suggestions on the last occasion.  No response has yet been received with their comments - DM to contact for their response.
Beinneun Windfarm:  Rowland Chapman is considering taking action against Blue Energy about paying the Directors post out of our funds.  SF to contact him to discuss further.
Millennium Windfarm:  No update.
Auchterawe Substation:   Next meeting is Wednesday 14th February at the Lovat Hotel at 7.00 p.m.  Residents are keen to listen to CC discussion on SSE’s current Planning Application.  Copies will be lodged at the Service Point.
Culachy:  No update.
Corrie Glas:  Application not yet submitted.
7.    Planning & Licensing
a. 18/00706/FUL - Land 7600m SE of Glentarff Cottage, Culachy Estate.  Erection of a lunch bothy.
b. 18/00312/FUL - Removal of ticket office and re-erection of ticket office. Great Glen Museum Fort Augustus by Cruise Loch Ness.  Larger ticket office and more modern design located near Clansman Building and in keeping with it. Need larger office because of demand.
c. 18/00497/FUL - Stravaigers Lodge, Abbey Gardens, Fort Augustus.  Retention of tourist/backpackers accommodation.
d. 18/00482, 18/00483 and 18/00484/FUL - Scottish Water.  Erection of clear water tank and outfall and formation of access.  Erection of water treatment works building and also installation of raw water intake pipe, pumping station and apparatus.
e. 
CC to register with THC that they wish to be statutory consultees on any applications from Scottish Canals regarding 18/00943/FUL MacVeans Shop, Canal Side.
f. 
17/04963/PIP - Land 55M East Of Hill House Dalchreichart Glenmoriston.  Erection of house, formation of access, installation of septic tank and soakaway.  Application Refused.

g. 
New Premises Licence application: Fort Augustus, Spirit of Loch Ness (Cruise Boat), Canal Side, New Premises Licence for On and Off Sales.

h. 
Provisional Licenced application: Caledonian Canal Centre, Canal Side, Fort Augustus for On and Off Sales.

8.    Correspondence
Received a catalogue of seats and bins also Playparks information.

9.    AOB
Consultation document from THC about tourism impact, pot holes, toilets, traffic etc.  Meeting about the car park Friday 16th March CC to attend with MD at 12 - 1 p.m. at the Service Point.    HC to submit an application for £3,000 to the Community Company for the survey and plans for the car park extension (50% from THC and 50% from Community Company).
Community Action Plan to be delivered to households and will also be available on line - Survey Monkey.

Due to delays with the HUB at Dalchreichart the meetings arranged for the 25th April and 27th June have been swapped, therefore 25th April will be held in Invermoriston and 27th June in Dalchreichart.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 28th March 2018 at the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus at 7.30.p.m.
