Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council
Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus on Wednesday 28th June 2017 @ 7.30 p.m.
Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Iain MacKnocher - Vice-Chair (IM)
Johnny MacDonald - Treasurer (JM)
Helen Clay – Secretary (HC)
Carol Pritchard (CP)
Rachel Hayes (RH)
Jeff Dymond (JD)
Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)
Apologies:
Steven Smith (SS)
Note taker: Samantha Cornelius
1. Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 31st May 2017 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by JM and seconded by IM.
2. Presentation by Scottish Canals (SC)
Chris Breslin and Katie Hughes from Scottish Canals presented an update on MacVeans.  The site was intended to be redeveloped last summer but SC incorrectly assumed £250K would be flipped onto this new scheme resulting in a £300K deficit which couldn’t be met through commercial funding.  That figure increased to £450K due to extra works needed to reach compliance with current building regulations.  External funding has now been obtained leaving a gap which will be funded by SC.  The construction contract has been awarded with a start date of August 17 with phased completion of February 18 for the ground floor and the end of March 18 for the first floor.  The Cobbs and ice-cream concessions will be removed next month.  Visit Scotland Tourist Information Centre and IT hub will move into the building.  The previously envisaged Interpretation Trail has not been funded.  
SC has approved in principal the refurbishment of Glentarff into staff accommodation.  It is hoped to attract 22 members of staff for the new premises which will be open to the public 365 days a year.  There are concerns that they will be unable to attract staff outwith the area without providing accommodation.  SC is a living wage employer and can offer flexible working and job share opportunities.
3. THC Presentation
Colin Ross and Andrew McIver gave a presentation of the road improvement programme for Stronelairg Wind Farm upgrade.  There will be three sets of safety barriers between the junction to the Hydro down Glendoe Road, an upgrade to Tarff Bridge with the option to create a raised table at the junction with Abbey Gardens at a later stage.
4. Matters Arising
Shooting Club:  To be raised at next meeting.
Toilets:  The issue has been temporarily resolved but a tank needs to be replaced funding to be arranged.
Abertarff:  Two cars remain at Abertarff Place MD to contact Housing again.
Boats at Inchnacardoch Bay:  Letters have been issued.  Volunteers have offered to raise one of the boats but no response has been received from the owner.
School Fields:  The meeting on Friday 9th June went well.  Families or groups have never been stopped from using the field.  Bill Hepburn,  the janitor currently opens the gate access at the field entrance near Girvans Hardware and closes all other gates outwith school hours. Offer made that school will provide goalpost storage if the fence and gate could be repaired/replaced.  As such Bill Hepburn will price goalposts and JM to price costs involved with the gate and fence and raise with the Community Company at their next meeting.
Car Parks:  THC are drawing up plans once engineers plans are complete the plans can be reviewed and discussed fully at a CC meeting.
Buses:  to be discussed further at the next CC meeting.
5. Police Report
The report was read out by DM.
Two minor injury road traffic collisions and four non-injury road traffic collisions.  Five reports regarding driver behaviour, some drivers traced and spoken to.  One report of person attempting to drive whilst under the influence of alcohol – person arrested and reported to the Procurator Fiscal.  The majority of drivers reported regarding road traffic collisions and behaviour are not local to the area.
Two reports regarding concern for persons - both traced safe and well.
One report of person refusing to quit license premises – enquiries ongoing.
6. Treasurer’s Report
The Annual Accounts were presented by JM.  The balance as at 31 May 17 was £5,446.52.
7. Community Amenity Issues
Drainage:  A full survey of the pipe and drainage using CCTV June outside the Police Station to be undertaken.  The owners of Dalreoch have forwarded photographs to Bear Scotland who denied having been made aware of the problem!  MD to discuss further with David Devine on 7th July.  
Clansman:  Issue over bins.  To be asked to contact MD who will forward to THC waste manager to try to find a satisfactory solution for all.
The Riggs:  Issue raised about the impact of the trees which are affecting visibility when leaving the Riggs towards Inverness.  DM to speak to Community Company Village Officers to see if they can be removed.
Caravan Park:  The parks non-compliance with planning decision has been reported.  MD to follow up direct with Planning/Enforcement.
Pot Holes:  The hole on pavement outside Riverside has not been repaired despite being reported.  Ideally the path needs to be resurfaced.  MD to follow up.
Strawberry Sellers: The stall situated next to the garage/shop selling strawberries is currently being fixed to one of the benches.  JM to enquire as to whether they are in possession of a Traders Licence.
8. Renewable Energy Projects
Consented Projects:
Stronelairg Windfarm:  Next meeting 4th July at 7.00 p.m.  the last meeting discussed moving equipment through the village, road improvements should finish 26/27th June, Tarff Bridge will be closed the 7/8th August.
Beinneun Windfarm:  No update.
Bhlaraidh Windfarm:  No site visit arranged for this month.  Scottish Water are ensuring that pipework goes straight in to properties.
Millennium Windfarm:  No update.
Auchterawe Substation:   Next liaison meeting is on 2nd August at the Lovat Hotel at 7.00 p.m.  There will be a pre-planning application consultation event about the Fort Augustus Reinforcement Project in Fort Augustus Village Hall on Wednesday 19th July from 2.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.
Culachy:  No update.
9. Planning & Licensing
a. 17/02736/FUL – 3 Glendale Park, Invermoriston application to erect a house.  No comment from CC.
10. Correspondence
Letter from Edward Mountain MSP, advising that he is available to meet with the CC if anything needs to be discussed with him.
Letter of thanks received from Liz Proudlock for the Fort Augustus Children’s Christmas Party.
11. AOB
Julia Latif has enquired if there are any properties within that village that could be used by her as an outlet for Indian food.  She has previously put on an evening in the British Legion which was popular and is looking to do a similar event from the 10 - 14 July.  DM to contact with suggestions of possible locations.
Nourishness is a new food outlet which will be a Community Café and is due to open on 1st  July at what was the Little Neuk on the canalside.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 30th August at the Millennium Hall, Invermoriston at 7.30 p.m.
