Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council
Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at The Old School, Dalchreichart on Wednesday 29th August 2018.

Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Stuart Findlay (SF)
Carol Pritchard (CP)

Jeff Dymond (JD)

Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)

Apologies:

Iain MacKnocher - Vice-Chair (IM)
Helen Clay - Secretary & Treasurer (HC)

Rachel Hayes (RH)

Steven Smith (SS)
Note taker: Samantha Cornelius
Presentation:

Gavin Steel (GS) from Scottish Water (SW) and Kelton Bennett and Christina from ESD gave an update following the public consultation in Fort Augustus that day.  The planned horizontal projectional drilling under the canal is due to commence on Monday 10th September, a traffic management plan will be available shortly.  SW confirmed that they had spoken to the School and would do so again to confirm traffic, noise etc arrangements.
Additionally, the planned closures by SW of the Great Glen Way were discussed in depth and at length especially in regard to the proposed diversion routes.  Concerns were raised that the public may opt to walk into Fort Augustus via the A82 and not take the lengthy diversion (approx. 5 miles).  It was suggested that SW operate a shuttle service between Allt na Criche and Three Bridges which SW agreed to look into.  There were also concerns about the diversion planned during the winter months along the new high route of the Great Glen Way which can be impassable in inclement weather.  JD also raised the issue that the Forestry Commission (FC) had advised at a recent Community Liaison Group that they were going to be felling a coup above Allt na Criche and would be using SW’s intended diversion route to extract wood.  SW advised that they would contact FC accordingly.
1.    Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 27th June 2018 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by SF and seconded by JD.
2.    Matters Arising
Inchnacardoch Bay:  Signage required regarding no overnight parking.

Boats:  Ongoing.

Footpath:  To arrange for path to be reviewed for accessibility and safety.
Car Park:  No response from John Taylor at THC about a replacement car park sign and No HGV signage at the bottom of Bunoich Brae.  Although there is a temporary Balfour Beatty sign currently requesting construction traffic not to use that access.  A further sign to be requested at the car park junction requiring HGV’s to exit Jenkins Park Road by turning left not right.

3.    Police Report
July:  Total Incidents reported to Police: 34 and 14 self-generated incidents.

Four drivers being reported to Procurator Fiscal for speeding offences; nine drivers issued conditional offers for speeding offences; one non injury road traffic collision, no offences; one slight injury road traffic, driver issued a conditional offer for careless driving; seven reports regarding driver behaviour, some drivers traced and given suitable advice.  The majority of the offences were committed from drivers out with the area.

One report of a concern for person, Police assisted ambulance and person conveyed to hospital by ambulance; one report of a boat stuck near the shores of Loch Ness, RNLI contacted who were going to assist the owner of boat; one report of dogs attacking another dog, concerns about the owners control of the dogs. Suitable advice has been given and report submitted to Highland Council Dog Warden.

Local Police executed two Misuse of Drugs search warrants in Fort Augustus and searched properties. One person is being reported to Procurator Fiscal for possession of controlled substances.

August:  Total Incidents reported to Police: 66

Five drivers issued Fixed Penalties or reported to Procurator Fiscal for speeding offences; thirteen road traffic collision, no offences; ten reports regarding driver behaviour, some drivers traced and given suitable advice.  The majority of the offences were committed from drivers out with the area.

Two reports of a concern for person, traced safe and well; one report of a dog attack enquiries ongoing; one report of disorder; one report of theft.

Incidents of note.  There has been one case of vandalism reported and one noise complaint.

Police provided advice/assistance to members of the public for all other incidents.
4.    Treasurer’s Report
The balance as at 29 August 18 was £4,294.00.
5.    Community Amenity Issues
Dalchreichart:  MD to contact Hugh Gardner at THC again as no response received about request to provide new gates for Dalchreichart Cemetery.

A82:  BEAR to drop the kerb at the doctors’ surgery in early October and resurface the road from the Convent to West End Garage late September.
Riverside Park Pavement:  MD to pursue.

Torgoyle Bridge:  Unable to cross the bridge on foot due to the build-up of silt.  Thanks was given to the Community Company Village Officers who cleared both sides.
Invermoriston Cemetery:  The path will be repaired and a turning area completed by THC hopefully before the bad weather arrives.  The Community Company were offered the contract to cut the grass at the cemetery but declined as they couldn’t get their equipment down it, however, once the new road is in place they may take it on.
6.    Renewable Energy Projects
Stronelairg Windfarm:  SF had received an email from SSE confirming that the last abnormal load went through on 23rd August.  The next liaison group meeting is the 4th September, Colin Ross of THC is to attend to discuss reinstatement of the Village Green.  There is a scoping application for an extension of 30-40 turbines.  DM and SF met Morven Smith regarding Community Benefit which amounts to £228,000 per year for Fort Augustus over the next 25 years.  Two years of that is to be paid up front once the supply is going through which is anticipated for the end of the year.

Beinneun Windfarm:  An email has been received from Angus Robertson advising that Blue Energy has sold the site to an investment company (Octopus).  No information has been given about what is going to happen with the current community benefit scheme.

Millennium Windfarm:  No update.

Dell Windfarm:  No update.
Auchterawe Substation:  The Forestry Commission attended the meeting to advise residents of the current felling plans and any works ongoing in the area.  There are two coups planned for removal neither of which impinges on the Auchterawe/Jenkins Park road.  There were discussions about the general forest health and disease that is causing damage to the forests particularly the Larch.  A link will be provided to help spot and report any affected trees.  JD advised it would also be placed on the CC Facebook page.  The next meeting is Wednesday 12th September at the Lovat Hotel at 7.00 p.m.  JD advised he is unable to take the chair on that date CP to represent.
7.    Planning & Licensing
a.
18/02244/PIP - Erection of house.  Land 30M NE Of Fort Augustus Caravan Park, Fort Augustus.
b.
18/01539/FUL - Change of use from bunkhouse to shop.  Stravaigers Lodge, Abbey Gardens, Fort Augustus, PH32 4BG.

c.
18/03210/DEM - Demolition of house.  Old Farmhouse, Auchterawe, Fort Augustus, PH32 4BT.
d.
18/03373/FUL - Erection of sun room.  Dilly-Dally, Dalchreichart, Glenmoriston, IV63 7YJ.
e.
18/03485/FUL - Improved facilities for groundsman and laundry.  Site SW Of Courtyard Cottages, The Highland Club, St. Benedict's Abbey, Fort Augustus.

f.
18/03312/FUL - Erection of two houses.  Dunard, Fort Augustus, PH32 4DT.

g.
18/03690/FUL - Retention of lower construction compound for the use of parking and forestry laydown area (retrospective).  Glenmoriston Estate, North Of Levishie, Invermoriston.

h.
18/03861/FUL - Erection of bothy for holiday rental.  Redburn Café, Glenmoriston, IV63 7YJ.

i.
18/03857/FUL - Erection of replacement house.  The Timber Bungalow, Glendoe, Fort Augustus, PH32 4BZ.

j.
18/04052/PNO - Erection of agricultural building.  Dundreggan Croft, West Glenmoriston, IV63 7YJ.

The CC had no comment on these applications.
8.    Correspondence
Letter received about the Sheep Dog Trials which are taking place on 31st August - £250 donation made.

The Kirking of the Council will take place in Inverness from 9.45a.m. - 10.15 a.m. on Sunday 9th September starting at the Townhouse.

Letter from the Seafarers about Merchant Navy Day on the 3rd September.

Mail shot about the Evolis Radar Speed Sign which is currently on special offer.

E-mail from Colin Ross at THC who wants to install a raised table at the intersection of Glendoe Road and Abbey Gardens which CC rejected outright, he needs to consult with Mr Girvan and Mr Copple.  Also asked if can put yellow lines up to Tarff Bridge.
DM to speak to Ian MacGillivray and Shane Manning about THC putting parking bays on Oich Pier and charging.  MD has asked that those bays and a toilet block be added to our current bid (car park funding) from the Tourism Infrastructure Fund.
Yellow lines on Station road have faded and white lining is required throughout the village - MD to speak to BEAR and THC Roads Dept.
RDS Forestry plans for felling and planting around the Invermoriston car park on the Glen Moriston Estate.  Plans briefly discussed, CP to draft comments for DM to submit.
9.    AOB
Village Christmas Lights - LED lights will be hung in the village green and along Canalside.

The water on the road at the Pier in Invermoriston is being investigated.

The two disabled bays in the car park are lined yellow and not blue.

Skips have replaced the bins in Invermoriston car park as they were continually overflowing.
DM to e-mail THC about the state of the road at the Fire Station entrance.

Community Company Village Officers to be asked to remove the nets from Invermoriston on the 8/9th September to allow access for canoeists using the entrance over the weekend.
Loch Ness Holiday Resort - some work to the pavements has been undertaken.  MD to ask Keith Gibson to give a definitive statement regarding planning.  There was an official Open Day on Saturday 30 Jun 18.
Newly erected large brown sign at the village green advertising Loch Ness Resorts not authorised John Allan of THC dealing with issue. 
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 26th September 2018 at the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus at 7.30 p.m.
