Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council
Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting held at the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus on Wednesday 31st May 2017 @ 7.30 p.m.
Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Iain MacKnocher - Vice-Chair (IM)
Johnny MacDonald - Treasurer (JM)
Helen Clay – Secretary (HC)
Carol Pritchard (CP)
Steven Smith (SS)
Rachel Hayes (RH)
Jeff Dymond (JD)
Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)
Note taker: Samantha Cornelius
1. Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 27th April 2017 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by RH and seconded by SS.
2. ETAPE Update
This year there were 5,200 entries and 4,200 riders.  There were more from outwith the Highlands and outwith Scotland than in previous years.  At least 70% of riders had an overnight stay with reasons for participation ranging from closed roads to scenic location.
The Charity partner Macmillan Cancer has received £260,000 with more yet to be received, at least 33 other charities have benefitted.  All pre-arranged escort requests were dealt with effectively.
A donation of £750 will be made to the Community Council, the donation made to local volunteers and marshals being given to the Kilchuimen Nursery (amount to be confirmed).
Next year’s event will be held on Sunday the 29th April 2018.
3. Matters Arising
Shooting Club:  Call received from resident concerned about planning permission who has been   trying to speak to THC Planning.  Environmental concerns - noise, number of events being held and also lead shot which is collecting in the burn and could get into the waterways.  £10,000 donation from the Community Company was queried at the last Bhlaraidh liaison group meeting.  Community Company have advised that they gave funds as a contribution towards the track and are not supporting guns - a matter that SSE would also not support.
Cobbs Pop Up-Café:  Planners don’t believe enforcement is an issue and a planning application has now been lodged.  Comment to be made against the planning application that Scottish Canals should have known about requirements for any planning consent to operate outside the premises and also ask that they demonstrate to planners how they are going to deal with waste (i.e. pay for bins and ensure they are emptied on a daily basis)
Waste:  Invermoriston bins have been emptied but are still overflowing regularly.
Toilets:  The septic tank at Invermoriston Hall is not big enough to accommodate volume of use and has been closed for upgrade.
Buses:  MD will be meeting with David Summers next week.  Confirmation that the grant available from the Community Company remains at £200 p.a. for students travel.
Road Closure:  The road closure at Bunoich Brae is believed to be due to works being undertaken by BT OpenReach.  No notice has been received by the Community Council or THC.
Drains:  DM unable to contact Tommy Deans (BEAR).  MD to raise.
Abertarff:  One car has now been removed from Abertarff Place  and one remains.  MD to contact Housing to remedy.
Tennis Club:  Funds to clean the tennis court have been provided by Tennis Inverness.  The courts will not be available for use until July -Actioned 
School Fields:  There will be a meeting on Friday 9th June.  MD, DM and JM to attend from CC.  JM to clarify price for portable goalposts.  To ascertain whether Community Village Officers are able to paint Invermoriston goal posts? - Actioned
Boats:  There are fourteen boats in Inchnacardoch Bay.  All boats have now been named and owners traced.  Letters are to be issued to owners of sunken boats for their removal - Actioned
Car Parks:  Meeting with Ian McGillivray and Wilson Girvan about the expansion of the car park – joint venture.  Engineers are to draw up outlines planes and hold preliminary discussions with Lovat Estates currently in local plan for housing and Development.  Useless as only entrance is through the car park and will want to obtain some land.  Charging rate £1 a day or 60p for 4 hours.  Willie Cameron to contact THC about parking a big truck in the car park - Actioned 
Buses:  Sunday times 12.00 to Inverness but can’t get back until 8.30 p.m.  Issues over booking seats but then buses are full so can’t utilise, some complaints about luggage on seats so passengers can’t sit down - advised to speak to driver as issue for them.  MD to raise.
4. Police Report
The report was read out by DM.
One driver reported for dangerous driving.  Seven drivers reported for speeding offences.  Six drivers issued conditional offers for speeding offences.   Three drivers issued conditional offers for various road traffic offences.  One report of dangerous driving, enquiries ongoing.  Four non injury road traffic collisions, no offences reported.  One slight injury road traffic collision, no offences reported.  Numerous drivers spoken to regarding driver behaviour and advice given to drivers.
One report of concern for persons assisted Social work, person safe.  One report of concern for person who was traced safe and well.  Report of tour bus passengers swimming in the canal, company owner spoken to and given advice.
One report of housebreaking at a shop in Fort Augustus, additional report of same person attempting to break into a car and further shop.  Full enquiry carried out and a male was arrested for numerous offences and reported to the Procurator Fiscal.  One report of theft of copper pipe in Fort Augustus, enquiries ongoing.  One report of vandalism to a vehicle, enquiries ongoing.
Police to be invited to attend next meeting to advise as to problems areas and whether driving issues mainly local or tourist in origin.
5. Treasurer’s Report
No update due to the late receipt of bank statements.
6. Community Amenity Issues
Pot Holes:  DM e-mailed John Taylor at THC regarding pot holes at The Riggs, Station Road and the footpath at Riverside, Invermoriston - Actioned
Bear Scotland: MD to meet with David Devine next week and will raise all outstanding items including drains, roads, the A82, Bunoich Brae and the pavement.
Abertarff - No Dogs Allowed Children’s Play Area signage to be erected on the green.  New fines are now enforceable and posters have been displayed.  Two people have volunteered to be dog wardens although there is no available post at present.
7. Renewable Energy Projects
Consented Projects:
Stronelairg Windfarm:  Next meeting 6th June at 7.00 p.m.    Access and safety information has been sent out.  Issues with roads, times for works are available on Facebook.
Beinneun Windfarm:  No update.  Blue Energy to attend September/October meetings at which time may know who the newly appointed Director is.
Bhlaraidh Windfarm:  Turbine delivery has now finished so will be moving ahead with erecting from 29th June.
Millennium Windfarm:  No update.
Auchterawe Substation:   Next meeting 7th June at the Lovat Hotel at 7.00 p.m.   Revised application for Corrieglas Hydro which will impact on Auchterawe.  Scoping report required as a major application and will need to hold presentations with the local community.  Although planning agreed developers now wish to enlarge capacity from 600Mw to 1500Mw.
Culachy:  Still awaiting decision.
8. Planning & Licensing
a. 17/01868/FUL - Dalchreichart - withdrew previous application and substituted with more traditional design.  Comments about archaeology and adders (snakes) from local residents.  Design does seem more fitting for settlement.
b. 17/02298/FUL - Alterations to roof at Crak na Dav, Invermoriston - to enable better use of first floor - extend roof outwards. No difference in height of roof but will be different angle and have larger windows.
c. 17/02390/FUL - Erect conservatory - Broadmeadows, Fort Augustus.
d. 17/02254/FUL - 2 metre wide access path from Glendoe to Loch Tarff including bridges to form part of South Loch Ness trail. Have pointed it out to local walking group who will look at plan. Route agreed with land owner. There are options but this one preferred by land owner. Three road crossings. Applicant is Visit Inverness Loch Ness, Graham Ambrose.
e. 17/02130/FUL - Mobile units and seating, souvenirs and catering at MacVeans, Fort Augustus.   CP to comment.
f. 17/01887/FUL - Carn Na Dreamaig - 10m telegraph pole near Loch Tarff for EE including dish and cabinet, on grasscrete base. Brown mock telegraph pole. 4G coverage on line of sight.
g. 17/01335/FUL - Fort Augustus Village Hall - erect shed, container and cabin at rear of hall.
No comment to make by CC unless specified above.
CP to e-mail Keith Gibson about enforcement at Caravan site on Fort William Road.
CP to contact Environmental Health (Zoe Skinner) and Keith Gibson about expiration of planning application at address opposite the Clog Shop in Invermoriston, more than one caravan and extensive litter.  
9. Correspondence
Bear Scotland will be resurfacing the A82 between Inchnacardoch and Invermoriston from the 7th June between 7.00 p.m. and 5.00 a.m. (excluding Friday and Saturday).
Change to the Highland Council rail concessions.  From the 21st May, people aged 60 and over who currently benefit from THC’s rail concession for the majority of entitled Highland residents will cease.  Free travel remains by bus and card holders are advised to keep their entitlement cards.
Community Company are undertaking a Survey Monkey about a minibus.
Merchant Navy Day - 3rd September.
Scottish Parliament - 20 mph zone responses required by 7th August.  
DM e-mailed John Taylor at THC regarding pot holes at The Riggs, Station Road and the footpath at Riverside, Invermoriston.
10. AOB
MD to meet with David Devine next week and will raise all outstanding items including drains, roads.
The A82, Bunoich Brae and the pavement.
The A887 near the Inchmore Fish Farm, 50 mph speed signage leading to a single carriageway on the bridge after Torgoyle going west.   Better signage required - MD to discuss with David Devine.
Information for Invermoriston events or other community events can be passed to DM to add to the CC Facebook page.
Invermoriston Notice Board.  The noticeboard damaged in Invermoriston Car Park is being re-built and funded by the Community Company whose personnel damaged the original.  A request had been made for additional funds to allow a solar panel to be fitted to the roof to run lights around its exterior which wouldn’t be covered by the Community Company.  Funding from CC agreed in principle, current estimate £250.
Letter received requesting bins be supplied at the cash machine outside the British Legion due to receipts being thrown away.  DM to check to see if the bank can stop the option of receipts being made available to users.
Ardachy Road - litter along the back on new path to Highland Club reported as horrendous, also issues reported with speeding traffic.  Unfortunately 60 mph limit and not enforceable but CC will raise at the next meeting at Stronelairg.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 28th June at the Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus at 7.30 p.m.
