
Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council

Draft Minutes of the Fort Augustus and Glenmoriston Community Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 31st March 2021
Members Present:
Deirdre MacKinnon - Chair (DM)
Helen Clay - Secretary (HC)

Stuart Findlay - Treasurer (SF)
Jeff Dymond (JD)

Mike Anderson (MA)

Margaret Davidson - Councillor (MD)

Iain MacKnocher - Vice Chair (IM)
Apologies:

Robert MacDonald (RM)

Rachel Hayes (RH)

Note Taker:  Samantha Cornelius (SC)

1.    Previous Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 24th February 2021 were agreed to be an accurate and true reflection.  Proposed by HC and seconded by MA.
Presentation by Scottish Water:  Gavin Steel (GS) unlikely to get the outage on the 33kV line for the new water treatment works and water pumping station on the Loch side until late June.  No further complaints on the generators there but Scottish Water will continue to monitor and get the power supplies in asap.  The Great Glen Way is now clear on the low route still some weekend working on going but access remains open.  All customers in both communities will be written to at the start of May to provide an update and explain that part of the change of the water supply will be the treatment of water which will affect people who have aquatic pets.  DM asked about the road at the entrance to the new water treatment site on the surface of the A82, where the lorries are turning in the road is quite bad.  GS to speak to site manager.
2.    Matters Arising
Invermoriston Toilets:  No update.
Scottish Water:  Monthly report and verbal update provided to the CC.
Cash Machine:  DM sent the request to Lorn MacKay as he is keen to take it forward.
Glenmoriston Access Issues:  A meeting was arranged between MD, THC Access Officer and JD.  The Access Officer has since looked at the sites and is compiling a report.  He has contacted some of the land owners but there remain some issues outstanding.
Sheltered Housing:  MD has a meeting next week about the internal layout of the Telford Centre.  Anyone applying must be on the Highland Housing Register and ask for a house for older people.

Kilchuimen Cemetery Road:  No update.

3.    Police Report
Incidents between 24 Feb and 26 Mar 21:
A 52 year old man was given a fixed penalty notice for carrying a dangerous load on his vehicle on 24/02/2021.  On the 19th of March 2021 an HGV broke down on the A82 just south of Fort Augustus. This was recovered and on police attendance no offences were discovered.
4.    Treasurer’s Report
The balance as of today is £5,609.96.
5.    Community Amenity Issues
Car Parks:  MD will speak to Shane Manning asking him to arrange a meeting with DM and SF to discuss numerous parking issues around the village.  Works to commence on the extension of the main car park.
Roads:  DM spoke to John Taylor who attended the village one Saturday to discuss parking on Oich Road to the pier together with the Ardachy Road, The Riggs and the state of the roads on both sides of the canal.  MD to speak to John Taylor and ask him to discuss with Shane Manning the cost of the road to pier and John Taylor to concentrate on the canal sides.  MD has spoken to Colin Watson at BEAR and asked him to delegate someone to attend the CC meetings and provide an update, they would not need to remain for the entire meeting and can be heard at the start and then leave.  The bridge issues about road narrowing previously raised by RH is the Wester Torgoyle bridge and not the Torgoyle bridge.  DM advised that works will shortly commence there for about 7 months, BEAR believed they had contacted the CC about this but had the wrong email address.  DM spoke to Colin Watson about the tactile pavements in the village which were due to be laid two years ago plus other pavement issues.  MD suggested that all these matters be taken to David Devine - MD to request a meeting.
The Riggs:  Commercial vehicles can be parked in the car park and will be free from enforcement from 5 p.m. to 8 a.m. only.  Weekends will not be free and tickets will need to be purchased.  MD to forward flyer to DM for distribution to householders in The Riggs.
6.    Renewable Energy Projects
Fiodhag Windfarm:  No update.
Cloiche Windfarm:  No update.
Glenshero:  No update.

Corrie Glas:  No update.
Dell Windfarm:  No update.

Tomchrasky Windfarm:  No update.
Loch Liath Windfarm:   No update.
Bhlaraidh Extension:  No update.
Fort Augustus Substation:  SF has had a communication from Zoe Skinner and planners at THC to say that the application to work the Easter Bank Holiday has been declined.  20th to 25th April consent to work weekends, will be asking for an extension to 29th August, if no complaints are lodged by the local community that application is likely to be granted.  The latest refusal was declined due to traffic issues.  
7.    Planning & Licensing
21/00641/FUL - The Cute Little Highland Shop, Canalside South, Fort Augustus, PH32 4AU - Replacement of shop windows.

No comment by CC.
21/000685/FUL - Land 20M South of Macveans Shop, Canalside North, Fort Augustus - Installation of a Scottish Water Top up Tap.
No comment by CC.
21/00878/FUL - Land 200M NW of Kishmuil, Fort Augustus - Installation of Pipebridge.
No comment by CC.
21/00947/FUL - Tigh-Na-Creag, Free Church Road, Fort Augustus, PH32 4DQ - Alteration and extension of house, including raising of ridge height.
No comment by CC.
21/01097/S42 - Westfield, Fort Augustus, PH32 4DS - Application S42 to remove condition 1 of 03/00105/FULIN.
No comment by CC.
21/01348/FUL - Bon Accord, Canalside North, Fort Augustus, PH32 4BA - Alterations to house.
No comment by CC.
8.    Correspondence
Letter from WFS Telecom Ltd to advise that Cornerstone and Telefónica are undertaking extension works to the existing radio base station at Cluanie Dam, Bunloinn Estate, Cluanie, Glen Moriston, Invermoriston, IV63 7WY.
9.    AOB
SF to send out information on the Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plans for Fort Augustus to all members of the CC and asked that any comments be forwarded to him for inclusion in the response.

A letter from Catherine Thompson asking for the speed limit in Glenmoriston to be extended farther out of the village has been replied to negatively.  MD suggested that the subject be added to the agenda of the meeting with David Devine.
Noise complaints received about the ongoing building at Loch Ness Highland Resort especially early on Sunday mornings.  MD suggested that DM contact THC Planning and ask if there anything that can be done either Planning or Environmental Health.
Date of next meeting Wednesday 28th April at 7.30pm via Teams.

